Societies Executive Committee 2025-26 Meeting 4 Minutes
08/10/2025 – 14:00-16:00 – Level 8 Board Room
1. Welcome & Apologies
Present:
Chep Jackson (CJ) – Chair
Cammy Ward (CW)
Matt Burrell (MB)
Kelsey Bannerman (KB)
Fern Dalziel (FD) – Online
Nikkie Steinbeck (NS) – present from item 8d.

In attendance:
Ellie Gomersall (EG) - Minutes

Apologies:
Shania Maritz (SM)

2. Minutes from Meeting 3
Approved

3. Matters Arising
EG confirmed that StrathAIS accepted the part-funded grant from the last meeting.

4. Budget Update: https://www.strathunion.com/groups/societies-exec/
General Pot - £33,155.00
Arts & Culture - £14,303.82
Please note that these budgets are still approximate at this time and will be confirmed in the next couple of weeks.

5. New Affiliation Requests (papers attached)
5a. Finding the Way
Socs Exec wanted clarification of if the members of the society will be running the workshops, or if it’d be the external guests. Do the members have the relevant expertise to provide good quality advice if the former? There are other services like the careers service, Strath Inspire, etc. which provide similar high quality guidance and support, so what additional value would this society provide? Other societies, especially business societies often do similar external speaker sessions too. Socs Exec members noted that organising guest speakers can be a significant workload so may be tricky to organise as regularly as suggested in the application. Have they engaged with other societies which work in this sphere? Could be worth the society being more course-based.
Vote: 1 query, 4 reject. Rejected.

6. Reaffiliation Requests (for information)
6a. Electronic Music Society (last affiliated 2024/25)
6b. Arab Society (last affiliated 2024/25)
6c. Film Society (Strath Cinema last affiliated 2022/23)

7. Welcome Grant & AGM Grant Requests (for information)
	#
	Society (Finance Code)
	Type
	Amount

	1993
	Erasmus Student Network (957)
	Welcome Grant
	£45.00

	1996
	Café Hopping Society (451)
	Welcome Grant
	£45.00

	1997
	Future Teachers Society (974)
	Welcome Grant
	£45.00

	2000
	Desi Society – SUD (538)
	Welcome Grant
	£45.00

	1999
	Marketing Society (442)
	Welcome Grant
	£45.00


Total - £225.00

8. Grant Requests
	#
	Society (Finance code)
	Description
	Fund
	Amount (%)
	Memberships & Prev. Grants

	1994
	Chess Society (481)
	Funding for Glasgow & Dumbarton Chess Leagues
	Exec
	£70.00 (78%)
	7 / £0.00


Members welcomed that the request was part-funded by the society. Unanimously approved.
	1998
	Fusion Radio (880)
	Citrus 3 subscription
	A&C
	£200.00 (48%)
	15 / £0.00


Members welcomed the improvements following the rejection of request #1977, including the clear explanations on why the package was chosen, and a very reasonable part-funding of the request. Unanimously approved.
	1939
	Aerospace Innovation – StrathAIS (936)
	Race2Space
	Exec
	£1319.39 (57%)
	59 / £600.00


Members wanted to know how many members would be taking part in this project. Members also noted that there are elements of the project which aren’t accounted for in the application, such as any costs of travelling to Buckinghamshire for the competition. How many projects should Socs Exec be expected to fund for this society? It would seem that the costs for this society have increased substantially in recent years but they haven’t increased their membership fees accordingly. The society should consider reapplying with a greater amount part-funded through member contributions.
Vote: 1 query, 4 reject. Rejected but encouraged to reapply.
	2005
	Chinese Students and Scholars Association (815)
	Halloween Special – Chinesse Theme Escape Room
	A&C
	£300.00 (97%)
	11 / £0.00


NS arrived. CJ provided context from previous years where a similar request was made. Concerns were raised with the importing of decorations, where similar decorations would’ve been used in previous events. Why can decorations purchased in previous years not be reused? Concerns were also raised regarding the high cost of prizes and the extremely large quantity of sweets being purchased. While some items clearly may need to be imported, some of the decorations are generic enough that they could be sourced locally at a lower cost and more sustainably. Given the high value of prizes, could a larger attendance fee be charged? Unanimously rejected.
	2002
	Malaysian Society (838)
	Deepavali – The Festive of Lights
	Exec
	£36.65 (100%)
	51 / £0.00


Socs Exec members applauded the low expenditure for such a well-catered event. Unanimously approved.
	2007
	Symphony Orchestra – SUSO (914)
	Grant for SUSO Winter Concert
	A&C
	£500.00 (62%)
	55 / £0.00


Socs Exec members would much prefer to see quotes and specific examples rather than just descriptions from last year. Members are uncomfortable funding gifts from grant money. Members would like to see income from ticket sales as part of the application. Unanimously approved, with the condition grant money is used specifically for the church hire.
	2004
	Engineers Without Borders – EWB (822)
	Engineers without Borders – Big Pitch Final
	Exec
	£66.98 (-36%)
	43 / £0.00


EG explained that the society had spoken to her, and that the £250.00 prize money they would prefer not to use towards their expenses. Therefore Socs Exec have a decision as to whether they consider the prize money to be “expected income” or not. Socs Exec agreed that prize money should not be considered income. Additionally, Socs Exec felt that a larger amount of the request could be funded by Socs Exec due to the low costs found by the society. Socs Exec unanimously query out-of-cycle with delegation to the Socs Team, asking them to remove the prize money as income, and are encouraged to increase the amount they are asking for to £116.18.
Total - £2,493.02

