Societies Executive Committee 2025-26 Meeting 8 Minutes
03/12/2025 – 14:00-16:00 – Level 8 Board Room
1. Welcome & Apologies
Apologies
Cammy Ward (CW)

2. Minutes from Meeting 7
Approved

3. Matters Arising	Comment by Sarah Holmes: Just adding this as a comment so I don’t disrupt!  But in Matters arising can you add that: Fusion have repurposed their Citrus 3 grant (#1998) for a  different platform. This fulfils the same function as Citrus 3 but was a workaround by the union team so that the payment method abides by our policy.  Difference in price - original grant was £200 - this cost £149.69 for an annual plan
3a. Fusion grant #1998
Fusion have repurposed their Citrus 3 grant for a different platform. This fulfils the same function as Citrus 3 but was a workaround by the union team so that the payment method abides by our policy.  Difference in price - original grant was £200 - this costs £149.69 for an annual plan.
Approved

3b. Ellie is updating grant applications guidelines and proposes the following additions:
· You should include the exact items you intend to buy in your grant application, including details of the merchant you intend to purchase them from.
· If the price of an item increases between your application being submitted, and the time you make the relevant purchase, you can write to Socs Exec to increase the funds provided. You will need to show that it's the exact same or equivalent product you're purchasing, and that the price increase was unavoidable (for example because the price increase occurred before the grant was approved, or that the item wasn't available for purchase immediately after the grant was approved such as in the case of advance train tickets).
Suggestion to include a point that repurposing a grant isn’t guaranteed even if the alternative products are less expensive than what was approved.

3b. North African, Egyptian and Arab Societies merge update
Decision to reach out to Arab Soc and find out if they want to merge or not. Reach out to NA & Egyptian and find out if they are still happy to merge without Arab Society.

4. Budget Update: https://www.strathunion.com/groups/societies-exec/
General Pot - £30,304.59
Arts & Culture - £11,053.61

5. Reaffiliation requests (for information)
5a. Hellenic Society (formerly Greek & Cypriot)
Issue with the society’s constitution allowing removal of members and condition of members on the issue of genocide denial. The Societies Team will liaise with the society to make this compliant.
5b. Filipino Society

6. New Affiliation Requests (papers attached)
6a. Gluten Free Strath
Concern that the lack of meet ups means it might not need to be a society. Societies are supposed to be social spaces, but this could be more of a blog/newsletter/social media page rather than a society. If they were committed to meeting up more often there wouldn’t really be much of an issue with it.
1 query, 4 reject. Rejected with encouragement to reapply with a changed focus on meeting more often.
6b. Stem Cell Society
Issue with constitution, particularly relating to affiliation to Strath. Suggestion it should be rewritten in line with Strath Union template. Important to ensure activities encouraging students to join the stem cell donor list would be in line with our code of conduct and students don’t feel pressured at any time.
Unanimously rejected with encouragement to reapply.


7. Grant Requests
	#
	Society (Finance code)
	Description
	Fund
	Amount (%)
	Memberships & Prev. Grants

	2046
	Marine Robotics
	StrathVoyager ASV – upgraded propulsion system
	Exec
	430 (100%)
	48 / £1159.70


Unanimously approved.
	2049
	Electrical & Mechanical Engineering Society
	Funding for ceilidh band for engineering ceilidh
	A&C
	300 (100%)
	5 / £0.00


Filled out incorrectly, event already took place. Unanimously rejected.
	2052
	Concert Band
	2026 NCBF regional festival
	A&C
	180 (80%)
	73 / £0.00


Society should be reminded that they can’t apply for more money later on. Do they have evidence that the price is likely to be the same this year as last? Pleased the society has acknowledged and explained why they’re asking for money despite having a large balance in their Savings. Note that there’s currently no other expected expenditure. Unanimously approved.
	2039
	StrathSEDS
	National student space conference travel and accommodation
	Exec
	1300 (56%)
	58 / £0.00


Unanimously queried to request missing evidence.
	2048
	Jazz Orchestra (963)
	Equipment purchase
	A&C
	155.17 (100%)
	32 / £0.00


Unanimously approved.
	2017
	USM (891)
	USM FSUK 2026
	Exec
	4056 (31%)
	248 / £0.00


SM declared a conflict of interest that her partner helped draft this application. Members agreed it was acceptable for her to remain present for this item. Unanimously approved.
	2054
	Marine Robotics (944)
	Proposal for autonomous RC submarine design study
	Exec
	94.65 (73%)
	48 / £112.06


Would be good to see cost-comparison or other justification for each purchase – the society’s earlier application #2046 is a good example of this. Clarification on if the items would be being used for university research projects rather than for the society. Unanimously queried.
	2056
	StrathAIS (936)
	Rocketry competition entry fees & car rental
	Exec
	3948.60 (22%)
	84 / £0.00


Unanimously approved.
	2057
	Symphony Orchestra (914)
	Masterclass with Haig Utidjian
	A&C
	500 (72%)
	80 / £500


Unanimously approved.
Total - £10,964.42
8. AOB
